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SOCY300, Trimester 2 2014 


Answer TWO of the following essay questions: 
The questions are equally weighted. 


Answer each question in a separate Answer Book. 


1. How well does Simmel’s account of the city capture your understanding of large cities such as 
Sydney or Melbourne? Or is the validity of his account limited to a particular time and place 
(major European cities c.1900)? 


2. “The ethnographer inhabits a kind of in-between world, simultaneously native and stranger. 
They must be close enough to the culture being studied to understand how it works, and yet be 
able to detach from it sufficiently to be able to report on it” (Christine Hine). What are the 
advantages and disadvantages of researching in this ‘in-between world’? 


3. Le Corbusier (1929) claimed “The city of today is a dying thing because it is not geometrical.’ 
Do you agree? What are the social consequences of designing a city based on rationality and 
efficiency? 


4. By 2025 there will be 36 ‘megacities,’ mostly in the ‘global south.’ What specific challenges 
do such huge cities (of over 10 million) face? 
5. In what sense is urban space ‘gendered’? What challenges have women and sexual minorities 


made to the dominant form of the organization of space within cities? 


6. Is ours the age of ‘global urbanity’ (Henri Lefebvre, 1970)? Discuss. 
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